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TAX-SYSTEM OVERHAUL 


U.S. Capitol police officers make arrests as protesters shout their disapproval of the Republican tax bill outside the Senate Budget 
Committee hearing room on Tuesday. The bill passed on a 12-11 vote. 


Senate Bill Hits Stride 


A committee approved it, and overall support looks stronger. 


A 


J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE / AP 


By Mike DeBonis, 
Erica Werner, 
and Damian Paletta 
WASHINGTON POST 

WASHINGTON — The Republi- 
can effort to rewrite the tax code 
surged forward Tuesday as a Sen- 
ate panel approved the measure 
and several wavering lawmakers 
signaled they are leaning toward 
backing the bill. 

The Senate Budget Committee 
voted 12-11 to send the $1.4 tril- 
lion tax package to the Senate 
floor for a vote later this week. 
That margin was in doubt until 
the votes were cast because two 
Republicans, Sens. Bob Corker 
of Tennessee and Ron Johnson 
of Wisconsin, had threatened to 
oppose it. 

But Corker said he had 


reached an agreement with GOP 
leaders to add a mechanism that 
would limit the tax plan’s impact 
on the debt, and Johnson said he 
would vote to back the bill in the 
committee to keep the process 
moving. 

“I was able to work out some- 
thing that is fairly satisfying to 
me,” Corker said. 

His support for the bill now 
appears far more certain, while 
Johnson’s stance remains in 
doubt. Johnson did not say his 
concerns about the tax package 
had been resolved, and he has a 
chilly relationship with Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch McCon- 
nell (R., Ky.). 

The budget committee vote 
came just minutes after Presi- 

See TAX PLAN on A4 


President Trump walks with Sen. John 
Barrasso (R., Wyo.) as he arrives to 
meet with Senate Republicans on 


Capitol Hill. ALEX BRANDON / AP 


> INCENTIVES: 
Tweaks backed 
by Democrats 
may win 
support from 
Collins. A4 


> SHUTDOWN 
AHEAD?: 
Democrats skip 
a White House 
meeting over 
government 
funding. A4 


> CONSUMER 
AGENCY: A 
judge rules for 
Trump’s pick to 
lead a 
watchdog. A6 


FBI INVESTIGATION 


Deadline 
passes; is 
Brady in 

the clear? 


Statute of limitations has run 
out on many potential charges. 


By Jeremy Roebuck 
STAFF WRITER 

The threat of a possible federal indict- 
ment has hung over U.S. Rep. Bob Brady 
for most of the year. 

In court filings, prosecutors have ac- 
cused his campaign of illegally paying a 
2012 primary challenger to drop out of 
the race, while a trickle of indictments 
— first of that cam- 
paign rival, then, last 
month, of two of 
Brady’s top political 
aides — appeared to 
signal that agents 
were closing in. 

But at the stroke of 


midnight Monday, 
Brady — one of Penn- 
sylvania’s longest- 


serving members of 
Congress and the pow- 
erful chairman of Phil- 
adelphia’s Democratic 


Rep. Bob Brady. 
His legal team 
is heartened 


Party — received a_ but cautious. 
piece of heartening 
news: 


The statute of limitations on many of 
the charges he might have faced had 
expired. 

According to sources familiar with the 
investigation, Justice Department law- 
yers on Sunday let lapse the latest in a 
series of agreements Brady had signed 
extending the period of time in which he 
could be charged. 

The contracts — known as tolling 
agreements — had been designed to give 
federal agents more time to pursue their 
investigation beyond the traditional lim- 
its and Brady a chance to convince gov- 
ernment lawyers he had done nothing 
wrong. 

Prosecutors had asked his lawyers 
four times this year to agree to month-to- 
month extensions beyond the five-year 
time frame imposed by the law, said the 
sources, who were not authorized to 

See BRADY on A8 


SENIOR-HOME INFERNO 


Four fire victims 
identified; many 
questions remain 


Smoke inhalation is cited. Cause 
of blaze is still under investigation. 


By Erin McCarthy and Robert Moran 
STAFF WRITERS 

Nearly two weeks after a five-alarm blaze 
destroyed a West Chester senior living com- 
plex, the four residents who died in the late- 
night conflagration were publicly identified 
Tuesday by the Chester County Coroner’s Of- 
fice. 

The victims were Mildred E. Gadde, 93, and 
Theresa J. Malloy, 85, and a married couple, 
Delores G. Parker, 89, and Thomas F. Parker, 
92. All died of smoke inhalation, according to 
the coroner; the manner of death was pending. 

Their identification brings to a close one of 
the unanswered questions from the devastat- 
ing fire at Barclay Friends that broke out 
around 10:45 p.m. on Nov. 16, sending 133 elder- 
ly residents and 15 staff members scrambling 
to safety and jolting families from their sleep. 
In surrounding homes, neighbors saw an or- 
ange glow and rushed to help. For nearly three 
hours, firefighters worked to extinguish the 
flames, which reduced a two-story assisted-liv- 
ing building to rubble and left investigative 
officials unable to enter the structure for days 
due to unsafe conditions. 

See VICTIMS on A16 


NORTH KOREA’S NUCLEAR PROGRAM 


Missile tested; D.C. within range 


After long pause, Pyongyang sent up an ICBM with potentially 
grim implications. But carrying a warhead would be tougher. 


By Anna Fifield 
WASHINGTON POST 
TOKYO — North Korea appears to 
have launched another intercontinen- 
tal ballistic missile, the Pentagon said 
Tuesday, with experts calculating that 
Washington is now technically within 
Kim Jong Un’s reach. 
The launch, the first in more than 
two months, is a sign that the North 
Korean leader’s regime is pressing 


ahead with its stated goal of being 
able to strike the United States main- 
land. 

“We will take care of it,” President 
Trump told reporters at the White 
House. It is a “situation we will han- 
dle.” 

The missile traveled 620 miles and 
reached a height of about 2,800 miles 
before landing off the coast of Japan 
early Wednesday local time, flying for 


54 minutes. This suggested it had 
been fired almost straight up — on a 
“lofted trajectory” similar to North Ko- 
rea’s two previous ICBM tests. 

If it had been flown on a standard 
trajectory designed to maximize its 
reach, this missile would have a range 
of more than 8,100 miles, said David 
Wright, codirector of the global securi- 
ty program at the Union of Concerned 
Scientists. 

“This is significantly longer than 
North Korea’s previous long-range 
tests, which flew on lofted trajectories 

See MISSILE on A7 
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Steve Martin to headline the Academy Ball 


ROYAL WEDDING | A3 


Windsor Castle site of May nuptials 


BUSINESS | A11 


Vanguard will offer active ETFs 


AFTERMATH OF RAID | B1 


Phila. nonprofit suspends its chief 


Comedian Steve Martin, 
also accomplished on 
the banjo, will perform 
at January’s Academy 
Ball. 


“_- 


WEATHER 


High 62, Low 37 


Friday 


AccuWeather report, D8 


Thursday 51 | 42 
53 | 34 
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